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FFY: 2017 State: Virgin Islands

SECTION 1: FFY 2016 (Compliance Progress)

YOUTH ACCESS LAWS, ACTIVITIES, AND ENFORCEMENT

42 U.S.C. 300x-26 requires the states to report information regarding the sale/distribution of
tobacco products to individuals under age 18.

1.

Please indicate any changes or additions to the state tobacco statute(s) relating to youth
access since the last reporting year. If any changes were made to the state law(s) since
the last reporting year, please attach a photocopy of the law to the hard copy of the
ASR and also upload a copy of the state law to WebBGAS. (see 42 U.S.C. 300x-26).

a.

Has there been a change in the minimum sale age for tobacco products?

[]Yes [X] No
If Yes, current minimum age:_119 [ ]20 []21

Have there been any changes in state law that impact the state’s protocol for
conducting Synar inspections?

[ ]Yes X] No

If Yes, indicate change. (Check all that apply.)

[} Changed to require that law enforcement conduct inspections of tobacco outlets
[] Changed to make it illegal for youth to possess, purchase or receive tobacco

[ | Changed to require ID to purchase tobacco

] Changed definition of tobacco products

[ ] Other change(s) (Please describe.)

Have there been any changes in state law that impact the following?

Licensing of tobacco vendors [ |Yes [X]No

Penalties for sales to minors [ |Yes [X] No
Vending machines LlYes [XINo
Added additional product

Categories to youth access law [ _[Yes [X] No

2. Describe how the Annual Synar Report (see 45 C.F.R. 96.130(¢)) and the state Plan (see
42 U.S.C. 300x-51) were made public within the state prior to submission of the ASR.
(Check all that apply.)

[] Placed on file for public review

[X] Posted on a state agency Web site (Please provide exact Web address and the date
when the FFY 2017 ASR was posted to this Web address.)

Web address. www.healthvi.org
Date published: December 30, 2016

[ ] Notice published in a newspaper or newsletter

[]]



[ ] Announced in a news release, a press conference, or discussed in a media interview
[ ] Distributed for review as part of the SABG application process

X Distributed through the public library system

[ ] Published in an annual register

[ ]Other (Please describe.)

3. Identify the following agency or agencies (see 42 U.S.C. 300x-26 and 45 C.F.R. 96.130).

a. The state agency (ies) designated by the Governor for oversight of the Synar
requirements:

Virgin Islands Department of Health

Has this change since last year’s Annual Synar Report?

[ ]Yes [X] No

b. The state agency(ies) responsible for conducting random, unannounced Synar
inspections:

Virgin Islands Department of Health and Depariment of Licensing & Consumer
Affairs

Has this changed since last year’s Annual Synar Report?

[ 1Yes [X] No

¢. The state agency(ies) responsible for enforcing youth tobacco access law(s):

Virgin Islands Department of Licensing & Consumer Affairs

Has this changed since last year’s Annual Synar Report?
[ JYes [X] No

4. ldentify the following agencies and describe their relationship with the agency
responsible for the oversight of the Synar requirements.

a. ldentify the state agency responsible for tobacco prevention activities (the
agency that receives the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s National
Tobacco Control Program funding).

Virgin Islands Department of Health, Division of Chronic Disease

b. Has the responsible agency changed since last year’s Annual Synar Report?

[ JYes X No

¢. Describe the coordination and collaboration that occur between the agency
responsible for tobacco prevention and the agency responsible for oversight of
the Synar requirements. (Check all that apply.) The two agencies

DX Are the same
|_| - -~



[ ] Have an informal partnership

[X] Conduct joint planning activities

[ ] Combine resources

[ ] Have other collaborative arrangement(s) (Please describe.)

] No relationship

. Does a state agency contract with the Food and Drug Administration’s Center
for Tobacco Products (FDA/CTP) to enforce the youth access and advertising
restrictions in the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act?

[ JYes [X] No (if no, go to Question 5)

If yes, identify the state agency responsible for enforcing the youth access and
advertising restrictions in the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco
Control Act (the agency that is under contract to the Food and Drug
Administration’s Center for Tobacco Products (FDA/CTP)).

Has the responsible agency changed since last year’s Annual Synar Report?

[ JYes [X]No

Describe the coordination and collaboration that occur between the agency
contracted with the FDA to enforce federal youth tobacco access laws and the
agency responsible for oversight of the Synar requirements. (Check all that
apply.) The two agencies:

[ ] Are the same

[] Have a formal written memorandum of agreement

[ ] Have an informal partnership

[] Conduct joint planning activities

[ ] Combine resources

[_] Have other collaborative arrangement(s) (Please describe.)

X No relationship

. Does the state use data from the FDA enforcement inspections for Synar
survey reporting?

[ 1Yes [X]INo



5. Please answer the following questions regarding the state’s activities to enforce the
state’s youth access to tobacco law(s) in FFY 2016(see 42 U.S.C. 300x-26 and 45 C.F.R.
96.130(e)).

a.

Which one of the following describes the enforcement of state youth access to
tobacco laws carried out in your state? (Check one category only.)

X] Enforcement is conducted exclusively by local law enforcement agencies.

[ ] Enforcement is conducted exclusively by state agency(ies).

[ ] Enforcement is conducted by both local and state agencies.









SYNAR SURVEY METHODS AND RESULTS

The following questions pertain to the survey methodology and results of the Synar survey used
by the state to meet the requirements of the Synar Regulation in FFY 2016 (see 42 U.S.C. 300x-
26 and 45 C.F.R. 96.130).

6. Has the sampling methodology changed from the previous year?

[ ]Yes X No

The state is required to have an approved up-to-date description of the Synar sampling
methodology on file with CSAP. Please submit a copy of your Synar Survey Sampling
Methodology (Appendix B). If the sampling methodology changed from the previous
reporting year, these changes must be reflected in the methodology submitted.

a. Ifyes, Describe how and when this change was communicated to SAMHSA

7. Please answer the following questions regarding the state’s annual random,
unannounced inspections of tobacco outlets (see 45 C.F.R. 96.130(d)(2)).

a. Did the state use the optional Synar Survey Estimation System (SSES) to
analyze the Synar survey data?

X] Yes[ ] No

If Yes, attach SSES summary tables 1, 2, 3, and 4 to the hard copy of the ASR and
upload a copy of SSES tables 1-5 (in Excel) to WebBGAS. Then go to Question 8.
If No, continue to Question 7b.

b. Report the weighted and unweighted Retailer Violation Rate (RVR) estimates,
the standard error, accuracy rate (number of eligible outlets divided by the
total number of sampled outlets), and completion rate (number of eligible
outlets inspected divided by the total number of eligible outlets).

Unweighted RVR
Weighted RVR
Standard error (s.e.) of the (weighted) RVR

Fill in the blanks to calculate the right limit of the right-sided 95% confidence
interval.

+ (1.645 x ) =
RVR Estimate plus (1.645 times Standard Error) equals Right Limit

Accuracy rate

Completion rate
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8. Provide the following information about clustering.

a. Provide a full description of how clusters are formed. (If multistage clusters are
used, give definitions of clusters at each stage.)

L |

b. Specify the sampling method (simple random, systematic, or probability
proportional to size sampling) for each stage of sampling and describe how the
method(s) is (are) implemented.

| ]

9. Provide the following information about determining the Synar Sample.

a. Was the Synar Survey Estimation System (SSES) used to calculate the sample
size?
[} Yes(Respond to part b.)
[1No (Respond to part ¢ and Question 10c.)

b. SSES Sample Size Calculator used?
[_State Level (Respond to Question 10a.)

[_|Stratum Level (Respond to Question 10a and 10b.)

¢. Provide the formulas for determining the effective, target, and original outlet
sample sizes.

10.Provide the following information about sample size calculations for the current FFY
Synar survey.

a. If the state uses the sample size formulas embedded in the SSES Sample Size

Calculator to calculate the state level sample size, please provide the following
information:

Inputs for Effective Sample Size:
RVR:

Frame Size:

Input for Target Sample Size:
Design Effect:

Inputs for Original Sample Size:
Safety Margin:

Accuracy (Eligibility) Rate:

mp ion



b. If the state uses the sample size formulas embedded in the SSES Sample Size
Calculator to calculate the stratum level sample sizes, please provide the
stratum level information:

|

c. If the state does not use the sample size formulas embedded in the SSES
Sample Size Calculator, please provide all inputs required to calculate the
effective, target, and original sample sizes as indicated in Question 9.

]
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APPENDIX C: SYNAR SURVEY INSPECTION PROTOCOL SUMMARY

State: Virgin Islands
FFY: 2017

Note: Upload to WebBGAS a copy of the Synar inspection form under the heading “Synar
Inspection Form” and a copy of the protocol used to train inspection teams on conducting and
reporting the results of the Synar inspections under the heading “Synar Inspection Protocol.”

1. How does the state Synar survey protocol address the following?

a.

d.

Consummated buy attempts?
X Required
[ ] Permitted under specified circumstances (Describe: )

[ ] Not permitted

Youth inspectors to carry 1D?
X Required
[ ] Permitted under specified circumstances (Describe: )

[ ] Not permitted

Adult inspectors to enter the outlet?
X Required
[ ] Permitted under specified circumstances (Describe: )

[ ] Not permitted

Youth inspectors to be compensated?
X Required
[ Permitted under specified circumstances (Describe: )

[ ] Not permitted

2. ldentify the agency(ies) or entity(ies) that actually conduct the random, unannounced
Synar inspections of tobacco outlets. (Check all that apply.)

X Law enforcement agency(ies)

D<State or local government agency(ies) other than law enforcement
[_] Private contractor(s)

[ ] Other

List the agency name(s):VI Department of Health, and Department of Licen«in~ &
Consumer Affairs










1.

2.

APPENDIX D: LIST SAMPLING FRAME COVERAGE STUDY

(LIST FRAME ONLY)

State: Virgin Islands

FFY: 2017

Calendar year of the coverage study:

IR

Unweighted percent coverage found: %
Weighted percent coverage found: %o
Number of outlets found through canvassing:
Number of outlets matched on the list frame:

a. Describe how areas were defined.(e.g., census tracts, counties, elc.)

[

b. Were any areas of the state excluded from sampling?

D Yes [ |No

If Yes, please explain.

:

4. Please answer the following questions about the selection of canvassing areas.

a. Which category below best describes the sample design? (Check only one.)

[ ICensus(Go to Question 6.)

Unstratifiedstatewide sample:

[ISimple random sample (Respond 1o Part b.)
[]Systematic random sample (Respond to Part b.)

[] Single-stage cluster sample (Respond to Parts b and d.)
[] Multistage cluster sample (Respond to Parts b and d.)

Stratified sample:

[_ISimple random sample (Respond to Parts b and c.)

[ ISystematic random sample (Respond to Parts b and c. )

[_] Single-stage cluster sample (Respond to Parts b, ¢, and d.)
[_] Multistage cluster sample (Respond to Parts b, ¢, and d.)
[_lOther(Please describe and respond to Part b)

b. Describe the sampling methods.
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